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Rules Quick Reference

Common rulings, in plain English

The common ones, in plain English. When in doubt, play safe and
check the full Rules of Golf.

Situation What to do

1 penalty stroke; drop within 2

Penalty area club-lengths or back-on-line

Unplayable lie 1 penalty stroke; three relief options

Stroke and distance — replay from the

Lost ball / out of bounds
last spot

Path, casual water, GUR Free relief: nearest point, 1 club-length

Ball may be lost / OB Play a provisional before you go looking

Two club-lengths for a penalty drop, one for free relief — never nearer the
hole.
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